
A FEAST FOR ALL 

19 Pentecost – A October 15, 2017    Matthew 22:1-14 

 

The writer of this gospel has an ax to grind. The way Matthew recalls the story and places it in 

his gospel is a statement about the people of God who would not hear Jesus, but rather saw him 

as a threat to their existence.  

This account follows Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem, where his overturning the tables in the Temple 

was a sign that the world itself would be turned on end by the story God was telling in Jesus. 

In a series of parables that Matthew has placed together, Jesus zeroes in closer and closer to the 

high priests and Pharisees. Jesus dared to question the status quo of The Temple because its 

leaders had become tools of complacency rather than being instruments of transformation. It was 

more convenient to exclude the powerless and excoriate the sinner. 

When Jesus told the ones who believed they were chosen that they might, in fact, risk losing their 

place in line while God hands off the blessing to those they had deemed unworthy, the leaders 

were angry. When he suggested that the blessing should go to those who would actually produce 

fruits of the kingdom, the Pharisees and leaders of the Temple were ready to take him out. But 

there was a catch.  “They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they 

regarded him as a prophet.” (Mt. 21:46) 

But Jesus still wasn’t finished with them; and that is our gospel reading for today. He told the 

story of a king giving a wedding banquet, only to have his invitation rejected by those he invited. 

The king, in turn invites anyone and everyone to the banquet, determining that all should be 

included. People came from everywhere; yet there was one guest who showed up improperly 

attired. The king, insulted, has the rude guest bound and cast out “where there will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth” because “many are called, but few are chosen.”  

Many have tried to figure out the mystery of just what the wedding garment or the right attire 

means outside of this story. If this parable is a metaphor for God’s inclusiveness, what does that 

garment represent? Some have suggested it signifies the clothing of baptism as the rite of entry 

into the church, while others have suggested the right attire means a right attitude. Others have 

suggested this as a warning against false prophets and misleading teachings.  The bottom line is, 

we don’t know for sure. We don’t have to unravel every nuance to get a sense of the meaning of 

the whole story. In fact, within the mystery of the unknown might lie a number of meanings, and 

that could actually be helpful, depending on what you need to hear out of this story.  

Lately, we’ve heard about enough violence lately that we really don’t want to hear more of it in 

church, especially coming through in Jesus’ teachings. But these were violent times about to 

become even more violent for Jesus. Matthew has Jesus in Jerusalem, and we are moving closer 

to the horror that will leave Jesus whipped, tortured, and hoisted up on a cross to die.  

As followers of Jesus, we look at these events in the light of the end of the story. In Matthew’s 

gospel, that ending moves us through Jesus’ death and resurrection and ultimately to his Great 

Commission: his sending the disciples (and all who follow in his name) to the ends of the earth 

to proclaim Good News. And it is all possible because of a God who reaches out, not just to the 

original “chosen people,” but way beyond, so that all may feast at God’s table. 
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Feasting is a common thread in three of the four portions of scripture we heard and sang. The 

23rd Psalm reminds us that God calls us his own by preparing a feast, even in the midst of those 

who don’t think we deserve to be at the table (“You prepare a table before me in the presence of 

my enemies”). We heard similar words of honor in the passage from Isaiah where God is 

preparing “for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines” and as a gesture of 

God’s pure love for us, God promises that nothing, not even death, can have the last word over 

us. (“Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people 

he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this 

is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we 

have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. (Is. 25:6-9) 

It is that thrill of God’s gracious acceptance of us that allows us to not simply gather as 

community together, but to actually be community for the world. “Rejoice in the Lord always; 

again I will say, Rejoice” wrote the Apostle Paul.  Why? Because “The Lord is near.” And in the 

midst of a world that is so often cruel, divisive, selfish, and self-centered, the writer of this letter 

promises God’s peace that is greater than our ability to comprehend, as the visible sign of the ties 

that bind us. (Philippians 4:4-6)  

Restoration takes work. Healing takes passion. And challenging the powers that be can get you 

killed.  Theologian Reinhold Niebuhr wrote that he was not surprised that most prophets were 

itinerant: “most budding prophets are tamed in time to become harmless parish priests.” [Leaves 

from the Notebook of a Tamed Cynic, Cleveland: Meridian, 1957.] 

Preaching Professor Karoline Lewis adds: “many are called but few are chosen indeed” so “mere 

acquiescence, week after week, day after day, to doctrine and dogma will not stand the test of 

what it means to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world.” It’s “a summons to God’s 

banquet [that] means an immediate call to action… that cannot, anymore, leave things the way 

they are.” [“Dear Working Preacher” for Oct. 15, 2017 at www.workingpreacher.org]  

As followers of Jesus, we are loved in order to love others, and we are blessed to be a blessing. 

As God has invited all of us, we are called, commanded, to share that invitation with everyone. 

We are called to welcome, excluding no one, because God excludes no one from the feast. Hear 

the invitation for you, for me, for all.  

Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform 

us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. [Prayer of 

the Day for Pentecost 19-A]   

Amen. 


